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Since I was raised by my paternal grandparents, I will start with their move to Denver 
from Ft. Morgan, Colorado.  In the 1920s, my grandfather was the Ft. Morgan High 
School orchestra teacher.  A prominent senior student in his music class in 1920 was 
Glen Miller.  Yes, the famous Glen Miller.  Glen missed his graduation exercise because 
my grandfather had gotten him a job to play at The Hotel Utah in Salt Lake that 
summer. He needed to leave before his commencement.   
 
My grandfather continued as the instructor at the high school, as well as had his own 
orchestras, while raising his family in Ft. Morgan. He then retired from the music 
business in about May of 1941.  He then moved the family to Denver to take on 
barbering. Although my grandfather no longer had an orchestra, he and my father 
continued to play and record music; reason being my father surpassed my grandfather 
with his talent in music. 
 

Their first home in Denver was near North High School. This was the house they lived in 
when I was born. He had two daughters, (my aunts), still in high school when they 
arrived from Ft. Morgan, and they both attended North High. This house was near 
Speer and Federal. In 1948 we moved to 32nd and Grove, and I attended Edison Grade 
School.  The summer of 1952 we then moved to 4453 Raleigh Street.  Needless to say 
this was home for me all through junior high at Skinner and high school at North.  I'm 
truly grateful for ending up at North High for those years of my life, and leaving me with 
many fond and cherished memories. 
  

My grandfather's name was Charles Elmer Wells.  Glen Miller's recording of "Elmer's 
Tune" was dedicated to my grandfather.  My father's name was Clyde E. Wells.  He 
was beyond talented, but unfortunately, was affected with alcoholism.  This is the 
reason I was raised by my grandparents.  My mother had left him and me when I was 
just a baby.  My dad played every instrument made.  But, his favorite was the 
saxophone.  And of course he played the piano, constantly, as he wrote music and sang 
also.   
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